 Research/Essay Basics:
Doing Power Point presentation is optional for your 3 (min.) RESEARCH ESSAY or PAPER; HOWEVER, you do need a VISUAL AID or ARGUMENT, such as a picture, ad, or chart, that will be cited in your paper. 
Research Paper Basics OVERVIEW:
Your research paper will address a social issue or problem that is presented in one of the chapters in your textbook or videos or lectures we went over in class. Refer to the main theme I/we will create for each semester. For example, income inequality, the American Dream, “isms” like activism or slacktivism, etc.  
You must complete each step in the Research Paper process for your assignment to be accepted.
Your research essay DRAFT, 4 pages, double-spaced will be due no later than Monday, April 24 at the BEGINNING OF CLASS for a MANDATORY peer editing session. Bring in TWO printed copies (One for me and one for your classmate to edit and return to you).  NOTE: You will be deducted ONE FULL LETTER GRADE, and possibly dismissed for not meeting this deadline.
FINAL SUBMISSION: Includes an APA cover sheet, an APA abstract, a basic ABC sketch outline (0r, proposal), 4-page minimum text (body) with in-text citations, along with a visual/graphic (cited in-text), and a separate Works Cited page, which will be due on the date of your final.  USE: MLA 7th ed., or MLA 8th ed. for citations; just be consistent with one or the other.
Your essay and Works Cited page should include at least five references, including a primary reference to a story or video from your classwork, of course. Secondary references should include: a book (ebook), 2 scholarly journal articles and 2 web-based reference sources. You should have about two MLA in-text citation per page. (Double for research paper in ENG 112)
ESSAY FORMAT (Structure): Remember to:  (1) A: assert a strong, direct thesis (a persuasive argument [opinion] or solution) in your intro, using your primary source as your springboard to that social issue; (2) write a definition graph in which you define your issue(s) "in a nutshell" and that provides basic background information about the scope/problem/impact/of the issue; (3-5) B: backup your thesis/argument with objective facts and data in three separate graphs; (6) include an opposing viewpoint(s) (7) give your overall analysis and opinion based on the data collected; and (8) in the conclusion, issue a call to action, or a recommend a solution for readers and/or public policy makers to do something specific to remedy your issue. Remember to quote from your primary and secondary sources and document with MLA 7th ed., or 8th ed. citations. 
NO-NO: Wikipedia is NOT an acceptable source. 
You will give a 3- minute CLASS PRESENTATION of the highlights of your research paper using visuals or a power-point during finals week. THIS IS YOUR FINAL PROJECT in lieu of a final test.
LIST OF TASKS
First read and watch selections assigned:  (You will have a test)
1. Brainstorm with classmates for ideas/topics/research question regarding the overarching theme I assign.  
2.   Turn in your list of two possible topics with a possible research questions for each. Pick one as your topic and do an initial 10-minute freewrite about it.
3. Turn in a working thesis statement for my approval. What is your exigence?
4. Attend a Library Research session with the class. Bring your research question to search the databases. 
5. Turn in a list of 5 references you are working from.  Use MLA style documentation 7th ed. Or 8th ed.
6. From the list of references, create an annotated bibliogaphy.
7. Write a basic scratch A-B-C /Outline. (Intro/Thesis, Body Graphs, Conclusion). 
*** YOU WILL HAVE A RESEARCH PAPER QUIZ ABOUT YOUR PROGRESS.
8. Write an abstract; APA style. Write a cover sheet APA style.
9. Write a first draft to be peer edited at MANDATORY session. 
10. Find a visual/graphic that supports your evidence in at least one body paragraph; it will need an in-text citation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]6. Compile a packet of a final draft with APA cover sheet, APA Abstract, basic sketch outline, Text with in-text citations, and Works Cited. 
7. Presentation (Proper Attire) during finals week: Present SUMMARY of the main points of your final paper along w/visual aid to class.   


